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FM AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
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INFO AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 

CONFIDENTIAL ALGIERS 0952 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MO, CG, AG 

SUBJECT: ZAIRE OIL DEBT TO ALGERIA 

REF: RABAT 1943 PARA ID 

DISPUTE OVER ZAIRE'S FAILURE TO PAY ALGERIA FOR OIL IT 
PURCHASED ON BASIS EMERGENCY REQUEST SOME TIME BACK HAS 
BEEN IRRITANT IN ALGERIAN -ZAIRIAN RELATIONS FOR SEVERAL 
YEARS. CHARGE DISCUSSED ISSUE WITH FORMER ZAIRIAN CHARGE 
SEVERAL TIMES DURING 1976. ZAIRIAN SAID DESULTORY NEGOTIATIONS 
OVER ISSUE PERMANENT PART OF SCENE. IN APRIL 1 1 DISCUSSION 
WITH UNDER SECRETARY HABIB, PRESIDENT BOUMEDIENE MENTIONED 
ZAIRIAN DEBT OF 30 TO 40 MILLION DOLLARS DATING BACK SOME 
THREE OR SEVEN YEARS. NEITHER BOUMEDIENE NOR HIS ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY GENERAL APPEARED SURE OF EXACT AMOUNT OR TIMING 
INVOLVED, AND REMARK WAS ONLY WRY RESIGNED COMMENT MADE IN 
PASSING.LYNE 
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